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as Irish dependencies. The Irisli were conquer-

ing Britain when they became Christianized

and gave up the conquest. England was how-
ever for centuries a moral and intellectual de-

pendency of Ireland. From the sixteetnh cen-

tury onward the destruction of Irish manu-
script literature was concomitant with Eng-

r land 's policy of extermination. But continent-

al Irish manuscripts are witness to the char-

acter of Irish intellectual activity in England.
The Irish built the first schools in England^
Lindisfarne, Malmesbury, Whitby, Glaston-

bury.
'

Fitzpatrick says: "Before the Norman con-

quest * * * * the English knew almost no art

but Irish art, almost no civilization but Irish

civilization. So that, of the relics of the Anglo-

Saxon period that have come down to us, there

,: is hardly an object, whether a manuscript or a

jewel, whether a piece of sculpture or a piece

of architecture, that is not wholly Irish in char-

acter or with Irish characteristics.
'

' Again h'3

: saj's: "There is no more beautiful book in the

world than the Book of Kels. The whole of

antiquity, whether Greek, Roman or Etruscan,

has bequeathed to us no lovelier jewels than

the Ardagh chalice and the Tara brooch."

In the encyclopedias, under the heading,

"English Literature," for an account of liter-

, ary activities prior to the Norman conquest the

student is referred to the heading, ''Anglo-

Saxon Literature," thus indicating the line of

: demarcation. Thus we dispose of the "Anglo-
Saxon" myth. What of the language?

Horace said, two thousand years ago, that

; it was permissible to coin a word, provided it

came from a Greek root. The present-day Eng-
lish language has many roots. Our words have
intermarried with the ancient Hebrew, Greek
and Latin, the medieval Saxon and Scandinav-
ian and the modern German and French. The

S people of England have difficulty in assimil-

ating the American language. With the

Celtic blood in them they have become so cocky.

But it seems that there is an American lan-

guage.

About thirty years ago the President of

Villanova asked Maurice Francis Egan, then

of Notre Dame, to write an article on "Eng-
lish" for the Villanova Monthly. He complied,

f and among other things he said: "We are told

that we should never begin a sentence with
'however.' However * * * ," he went on, with

a sentence that began with the proscribed

word. It is more than thirty years ago that I

was asked by my professor in English if I

thought we should have an "American Diction-

ary." I thought I had replied quite cleverly

when I answered that I thought we should have
an American Dictionary of the English lan-

guage.

But now comes along H. L. Mencken with
his book, "The American Language." There is

an American language, and it isn't all slang.

Although slang, by reason of its terseness,

lucidity and expressiveness, has acquired a cer-

tain noble dignity. The super-critics tell us
that there is no such thing as English gram-
mar. Be that as it may, I should dispute the
assertion. My experience has been that they
who scoff at grammar are the most violent
violators of it. There is a deplorable amount
of loose and sloppy writing at the present time.
I should hate to call the output of many of our
magazine and newspaper writers the American
or even the English language. Of these, the
"sporting editors" are the most flagrant of-

fenders. There is scarcely a «ports writer who
knows how to write. And nearly all writers
blithely assume that punctuation is a lost art.

To accuse a man of being a "purist" is

almost to place him in the criminal class. But,
thanks be, there are a few "purists" left. "E.
P. A.," of the New York World, is a shining
example. He insists that "few" and "less"
are not synoyyms, and at a certain very com-
mon break in sentence construction he always
facetiously inquiries, "Whom art thou, Cyril?"
But, grammar or no grammar, the English
language, like the English people, is a hodge-
podge, but with enough stability to militate
against our hodge-podgeing on our own ac-
count. There are sufficient good models of
speech by which we may shape our wordy way.

However, as Mr. Egan says, we may some-
times break away from prescribed rules, pro-
vided of course that the break is not too star-

tling. For instance, we may even at times end
a sentence with a preposition. Especially if it's
'

' English and such
'

' that we 're thinking of.
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